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“Brevard’s New Clerk Sworn In” 

January 4, 2011—Viera—At a ceremony at the Brevard County Government Center in Viera, recently 

elected Brevard County Clerk of the Circuit Courts, Mitch Needelman his oath of office and was officially 

sworn in to his new position. 

Needelman, who won the seat in November’s election, following the resignation of former clerk Scott 

Ellis, was administered his oath of office by Florida senior judge and longtime family friend Dade County 

judge Deehl. 

“This is a new day for me and for the Clerk’s Office,” Needelman said at the Viera event.  “I am honored 

that my father’s best friend and my mentor was able to be with us to administer my oath.” 

In Needelman’s remarks, the 8 year former Florida House member cited his lifetime commitment to 

public service and strong support of his wife Joan and family his inspiration for serving in his new office.  

He told more than 100 onlookers, including many Clerk’s office employees, that he looked forward to 

working with his staff to continue to improve the way government served the people. 

“We need to look at the way our government approaches serving our bosses, the people, and provide 

the service they expect in the most responsible and accountable way,” Needelman said.  “To do this I am 

going to rely on one of the most professional and dedicated staff’s in the state.” 

Following his oath of Office, Needelman hosted a reception at the Holiday Inn for clerk’s staff and other 

attendees of his inauguration, where he told them, “It’s a new day.  That doesn’t mean that yesterday 

was bad, but that this new day is even better.” 

“It’s like watching a sunrise over the river,” Needleman said.  “The new day in front of us is about more 

than balancing the budget or serving our courts but about hope and about helping restore Brevard’s 

confidence in the office and all of the offices that serve them.” 

Needelman officially started as the Brevard County Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts on January 1, 

20011. 
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